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AGENDA
• What is a Post-Graduation Work 

Permit (PGWP)?

• Who is eligible for a PGWP?

• UVic Definitions & PGWP Eligibility

• PGWP Validity

• COVID-19 Considerations

• How to apply for a PGWP

• FAQs



HOUSEKEEPING RULES

To protect your personal information and privacy, 
we ask that you keep yourself muted and your 
video off throughout the session. Access to 
information shared via the chat function will be 
limited to presenters only. 

If you have any questions throughout the session, 
please ask them in the chat and they may be 
addressed at the end of the session, if time 
permits.



DIVISION OF CONTINUING STUDIES (DCS)
Division of Continuing Studies, International Student Advisor

Continuing Studies is a Division of UVic.  We fall under the 
same DLI number as UVic.  We offer non-credit certificate, 
diploma and professional development programs.

As a Regulated International Student Immigration Advisor 
(RISIA), I am able to assist students in the DCS with 
Immigration advise related to study permits.

I am currently the only staff member in the DCS that is 
regulated to provide immigration advise to students.



DISCLAIMER
• This session provides general information.
• Information shared in this session is current as we 

speak and may be subject to change without notice.
• Please do not cite any of this information in an 

application. 
• Refer to Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship 

Canada's (IRCC) website for the most up-to-date 
information at the time of applying. 

*This session is not intended for students from UVic 
Undergraduate or Graduate Programs. Email
icsinfo@uvic.ca or gsbimmigration@uvic.ca for help.*

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/after-graduation.html
mailto:icsinfo@uvic.ca
mailto:gsbimmigration@uvic.ca


CASE SPECIFIC QUESTIONS?

If you have case specific questions, you can email me 
after the session:

• uvcsimmigration@uvic.ca

If you have program specific questions, please email:

• BMT@uvic.ca

mailto:uvcsimmigration@uvic.ca
mailto:BMT@uvic.ca


ACRONYMS

Immigration, Refugees and 
Citizenship Canada (IRCC)

Post-Graduation Work Permit 
(PGWP)



WORK IN CANADA AFTER GRADUATION

• To work in Canada temporarily after you graduate, you 
must have the right work authorization. 

• Types of work permits
§ Open work permits

o Post-graduation work permit (PGWP)

§ Employer-specific work permits

• Our office can only help with work permit applications 
related to your student status. 

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/operational-bulletins-manuals/temporary-residents/foreign-workers.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/work-canada/permit/temporary/work-permit-types.html


WHAT IS A PGWP?

• An open work permit 

• Allows you to gain Canadian work experience after 
graduation. (e.g., full-time, part-time, self-employment)

• Possible occupational restrictions [R185(b)]

• Can only be issued once per lifetime

https://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/regulations/sor-2002-227/section-185.html


SAMPLE PGWP



WHO IS ELIGIBLE FOR A PGWP?

Some PGWP Criteria:
q Complete an eligible program in Canada that’s at least 

8-month in length 
q Continuous full-time enrollment in your regular 

academic sessions except for authorized Leave of 
Absence or final term

q If distance learning is allowed, it must not exceed 50% 
of your program 

q Have a valid study permit at the time of receiving your 
final grade 

See full eligibility details

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/study-permit/prepare-arrival/study-permit-conditions.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/after-graduation/eligibility.html


DCS DEFINITIONS & PGWP ELIGIBILITY

Full-time Definitions at DCS
• 3 courses per term, of 36-39 hours per course

Regular Academic Sessions 
• Fall session (September to December)
• Winter session (January – April)
• Summer session (May to August) (if first study term)

Summer Scheduled Breaks
(This does not apply if the summer session is your first study 
term.)



POST-GRADUATION WORK PERMIT 
VALIDITY

A PGWP can be granted for a minimum of 8 months to a 
maximum of 3 years.

§ 8 month long program = 8 months
§ 8 months to 2 years = the length of the program 

completed 
§ 2 years or longer = 3 years

Prior to COVID-19, the time you spent studying overseas is 
deducted from your PGWP entitlement. 

Refer to the IRCC website for processing guidelines.

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/corporate/publications-manuals/operational-bulletins-manuals/temporary-residents/study-permits/post-graduation-work-permit-program/permit.html


COVID-19 SPECIAL MEASURES



COVID CONSIDERATIONS – OUTSIDE 
CANADA

If you can’t travel to Canada at this time and you’re taking your 
classes online, you’re still eligible for a PGWP. 
To be eligible, you must:

• meet all the other PGWP requirements and
• have been enrolled in a program that was in progress in 

March 2020, or
• have started a program between spring 2020 and August 

31, 2022, and
• have a study permit, or
• have been approved for a study permit, or
• applied for a study permit before starting your program
• your study permit must eventually be approved

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/after-graduation/eligibility.html


COVID CONSIDERATIONS – INSIDE CANADA

COVID Special Measures for PGWP Eligibility and Validity
You’re still eligible for the PGWP if, because of COVID-
19, any of the following situations apply to you:
• Your in-person classes in Canada were moved to an 

online-only format.
• Your program has a mix of online and in-person learning.

• It’s highly recommended that you attend in-class 
options when offered.

• You had to put your studies on hold, or study part-time, 
during the winter, spring or summer 2020 semesters.

As of the fall 2020 semester, you must be studying full-time 
to be eligible.

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/coronavirus-covid19/students.html


OTHER COVID CONSIDERATIONS

Between Spring 2020 to August 31, 2022:

• Students may complete 100% of studies online from 
outside Canada if their course delivery got moved online 
due to COVID-19.

• Time spent studying online outside Canada counts toward 
the length of a PGWP. 

• Any time spent studying outside of Canada after August 
31, 2022 won’t count towards the length of a PGWP



OTHER COVID CONSIDERATIONS

• Stay current with IRCC policy updates

• If you could not maintain full-time enrollment due to 
COVID:

v You may be able to get a support letter from the 
Business and Management Department at 
BMT@uvic.ca

As of the fall 2020 semester, you must be studying full-time 
to be eligible. 

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/coronavirus-covid19.html
mailto:BMT@uvic.ca


HOW TO APPLY FOR A PGWP

• Apply online

• In Canada: apply within 90 
days after you receive your final grade 
AND have a valid study permit at the 
time of application

• Outside Canada, you can apply within 
180 days after receiving your final 
grade as long as you have a valid study 
permit at the time you receive your 
final grade
Refer to the IRCC website for full 
information

https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/after-graduation/apply.html


GETTING THE RIGHT DOCUMENTS

q A program completion letter - Completion of Studies
q An official transcript or an administrative transcript -

Registration Office: uvcsreg@uvic.ca or 250-472-4747
q A valid status (if you are in Canada)

q A valid passport 

q Digital photo

q A credit or debit card to pay for the fees online

q A medical exam (if applicable)
q Biometrics (if applicable)

*COVID-19 Biometrics Exemption may apply

https://continuingstudies.uvic.ca/srs/form/?id=373
mailto:uvcsreg@uvic.ca
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/application/medical-police/medical-exams/requirements-temporary-residents.html
https://www.cic.gc.ca/english/information/where-to-give-biometrics.asp


PGWP APPLICATION TIPS

• Apply for graduation in your final term: BMT@uvic.ca

• Only request for a program completion letter when your 
final grade is available on your DCS My Account.

• Only submit your PGWP application when you receive 
your UVic documents (a program completion letter AND 
final transcript). 

• Consult Instruction Guide [IMM 5580] as needed.

• Read the questions carefully and answer them honestly.

mailto:BMT@uvic.ca
https://continuingstudies.uvic.ca/
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/information/applications/guides/5580ETOC.asp


PGWP APPLICATION TIPS

• Online applications are saved in your account for up to 60 
days only. 

• Keep paper or electronic copies of your application form 
and supporting documents.

• Take screenshots at different stages.

• Monitor your application status online.

• Consult us before you submit the application if you have 
questions.

• Use IRCC Web Form to raise questions if needed.

https://www.cic.gc.ca/english/contacts/web-form.asp


YOUR IRCC ACCOUNT



YOUR IRCC ACCOUNT



YOUR IRCC ACCOUNT



ELIGIBILITY QUESTIONNAIRE



IN THE QUESTIONNAIRE



ELIGIBILITY QUESTIONNAIRE



ELIGIBILITY QUESTIONNAIRE



ELIGIBILITY QUESTIONNAIRE



ELIGIBILITY QUESTIONNAIRE



ELIGIBILITY QUESTIONNAIRE



REVIEW YOUR ANSWERS



DOCUMENT CHECKLIST



IF BIOMETRICS REQUIRED



IRCC PGWP RESOURCES

• IRCC
§ Call Centre: +1 888 242 2100
§ Website: www.canada.ca/immigration
§ IRCC Web Form

• Determine your eligibility

• Instruction Guide [IMM 5580]

• Designated Learning Institution Number

http://www.canada.ca/immigration
https://www.cic.gc.ca/english/contacts/web-form.asp
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/work/after-graduation/eligibility.html
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/information/applications/guides/5580ETOC.asp
https://www.canada.ca/en/immigration-refugees-citizenship/services/study-canada/study-permit/prepare/designated-learning-institutions-list.html


IMMIGRATION ADVISING

Division of Continuing Studies
Hours: 8:30am to 3:30pm (PT) during weekdays

Email: uvcsimmigration@uvic.ca

mailto:uvcsimmigration@uvic.ca

